
  

 
Pakapu and his father Amunhotep-iy-w both had the title ‘water pourer (choachyte) on the west of Thebes (i.e.,  

in the necropolis)’.  This official, who was contracted by the family of the deceased, poured ritual libations over 

the offering tables for the deceased in his tomb, thus magically ensuring that the food and drink necessary for 
survival in the afterlife would be provided.  

The bronze statuette of the choachyte of king Harsiese named Wennefer (Fitzwilliam E.11.1937) illustrates the 

activity (probably a figure of the god Osiris was originally set before his kneeling figure), and is nearly 

contemporary with Pakapu’s coffin.  The statuette shows that the funerary cult of the 22nd Dynasty rival Theban 
king Harsiese I (ca. 870-860? BC), buried at Medinet Habu, lasted into the 25th Dynasty, since Wennefer is likely 

the same man as the father of the choachyte Reriu in the abnormal hieratic papyrus P. Louvre E.7856 (dated to 

year 19 [of Taharqa], 672 BC).   

Winlock excavated fragments of the choachyte Reriu’s coffin (below) in Hatshepsut’s temple at Deir el-Bahari.  
Reriu’s coffin has features that appear on some of the parallels to Pakapu’s coffin set, but was probably made 

later, at the very end of the 25th Dynasty.   


